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1. If the European Union is to be capable of acting on
the global stage in economic, social and ecological
terms, then a “deepening” of European integration is
required in addition to the recent EU enlargement.

2. European citizens typically have a strong set of
values and a good awareness of sustainability. This is
a considerable head-start when it comes to success-
fully overcoming both the ecological challenges
ahead and the economic issues arising from them.

3. Awareness within Europe is not enough on its
own to overcome these challenges, however. A glo-
bal sense of responsibility and, above all, the in-
volvement of the United States, India and China are
vital if long-term, sustainable action is to be 
achieved.

4. But how can we succeed in bringing the United
States, India and China to the table? What means
does Europe have at its disposal for actively pro-
moting developments in this direction?

5. First and foremost, it is vital that we achieve a
Europe-wide consensus (an immense challenge in
itself). Then we can set about brainstorming and
developing strategies, whilst at the same time en-
suring that the infrastructure is in place to imple-
ment them. This would enable the Eurpean Union to
lead the way in creating a new global ethos and
defining a global set of standards.

6. Governments, NGOs and economic agents must
work together in a targeted way to establish clearly-
defined goals and follow these up with clear-cut
measures. This will mean that the conclusions 
reached at climate conferences can be explored in
more detail and developed on a global scale, re-
sulting in the establishment of long-lasting stan-
dards and/or regulations.

7. Is it therefore the role of Europe to bring about a
“sea change” in attitudes to sustainability or even
encourage efforts to promote a better under-
standing of the issue?
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