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Born in 1959. Dieter Thomä studied philosophy and
literature at the Universities of Freiburg and Berlin.
Between 1982 and 1983, he attended the Henri
Nannen School of Journalism in Hamburg. Dieter
Thomä received his Ph.D. from Freiburg University
in 1989 and the postdoctoral qualification from
Rostock University in 1997. 

During his studies, he acted as editor of Sender
Freies Berlin from 1983 to 1984. Dieter Thomä lec-
tured on philosophy at universities in Paderborn,
Rostock, Essen, Berlin and New York. Furthermore,
he was a fellow of the Alexander von Humboldt
Foundation in New York from 1997 to 1999 and a
senior scholar at the Getty Research Institute in Los
Angeles between 2002 and 2003. He was Dean of
the Humanities School from 2002 to 2005. Since
2000, he has been Professor of philosophy at the
University of St. Gallen.

In 1996, Dieter Thomä received a prize for essay
writing at the International Joseph Roth Journalism
Contest. 

He has published several books as well as numer-
ous articles in scholarly journals, newspapers and
magazines. 
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