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Born in 1957. Mohamed Hamel graduated from the
Ecole Politechnique de Paris in 1979 and the Ecole
des Mines de Paris in 1981.

In 1983, he started his professional career as engi-
neer within the production division of Sonatrach,
the Algerian national oil and gas company, focus-
ing on reservoir modelling. He moved to the explo-
ration division as director responsible for geology,
geophysics and well evaluation in 1988. Five years
later, he joined the corporate centre as director of
economics and planning and was named vice presi-
dent in charge of strategy, planning and economics
in 1998. Mohamed Hamel also served as member
of the board of Sonatrach. Since 2002, he has been
Head of the Energy Studies Department of the
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC).
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