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Three Faces of Reality: Growth, Prosperity and Challenges 
 
 
Nature says, “The fittest survive.”, 
And they will continue to thrive. 
Does this not indicate that growth is an essentiality? 
Yes, growth is the means to achieve prosperity. 
But since resources are scarce, 
Competition is immense and intense 
Competition leads to challenges, 
Challenges lead to changes. 
Although challenges make life difficult for anyone, 
But the success tastes sweeter once they are overcome. 
Challenges add excitement to life, 
Without them the life will have no jive. 
 
The author has used Divya-drishti1 to depict a court-case in the following pages and it is a 
portrayal of the conflict happening somewhere in the present world. Mr. Growth, Ms. Prosperity 
& Mr. Challenges are the three personalities involved. They are present in the court of Mr. Time 
who is about to hear the arguments and pronounce the judgment. 
 
Mr. Growth and Ms. Prosperity are closely related and form a strong team. Mr. Growth is proud, 
stands tall and has panache. People love Growth as it brings goodness to them. Growth has 
characteristic phases of good and ill health. When Growth remains healthy, the world celebrates. 
When growth sneezes, the world catches a cold. 
 
Along Growth, what comes hand-in-hand is Ms. Prosperity. Prosperity is seen almost always with 
Growth but she doesn’t accept to have a steady relationship with him, for she is like a deity that 
has no temple. Prosperity is the darling of people and they know she never comes alone; she 
always accompanies Growth. So to invite Prosperity, people first try to capture Growth. 
 
The third personality, Mr. Challenges, is the opposing party to both Growth and Prosperity. Mr. 
Challenges is very pragmatic, has a reserved personality, and is not aggressive but is highly 
assertive. Very few people like Challenges and those who like Challenges know that company of 
Challenges bring out best in them. Growth & Prosperity fear Challenges. In general Mr. 
Challenges is accepted as a necessary evil, for it brings changes in life and makes it variegated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 Divya-Drishti: (Sanskrit) Devine Vision of the Truth; direct contact of the spiritual consciousness. In 
Mahabharata, Sanjay had accomplished Divya Drishti meditation through which he could visualize events 
occurring hundreds of miles away. Dhritrashtra, the father of Kauravs was keen to know about the goings-
on in the battle and as he was blind he could only hear about the proceedings. Through the power of his 
Divya Drishti , Sanjay was able to see the battle of Mahabharata going on in Kurukshetra and narrate the 
events to Dhritrashtra, while he sat in his palace in Hastinapur (Delhi). 
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Sometimes Challenges appears before the duo of Growth & Prosperity arrives and sometimes 
Challenges appears after the duo has made some headway. But one thing is for sure: Challenges 
do appear with Growth & Prosperity. In other words, all the three have always been found to 
exist together but they have their own identity and distinctiveness. Time has witnessed Growth, 
Prosperity and Challenges in recent years and has asked them to present themselves in the Court 
of Time. He is unhappy with all of them. Time feels that Growth and Prosperity have not been 
friendly towards everyone. He thinks that they favoured certain countries over others, their 
distribution was highly unequal and they have not created social equity. Time also realizes that 
Challenges has a lot of muscle to bring about a change for good. Time knows that views of 
Challenges are getting overshadowed. Since Growth & Prosperity knew that Time would pull 
them up, they tried to have an out-of court settlement with Challenges but Challenges wants to 
have an exposure. He did not want Growth and Prosperity to conceal the real issues confronting 
the world. 
 
Scene 1 
 
The courtroom is buzzing. Mr. Growth is dressed in dark blue2 . Ms. Prosperity is formally 
dressed in bright red3. Prosperity is charming and frail in her appearance. Dressed in 
black4 and sitting at the other side, is Mr. Challenges. Suddenly there was an 
announcement, “All Rise! The Court of Time is now in session”. 
 
Time appears with an emotionless countenance and with gray hair - an indication that he 
has seen this contest for many ages. He has an unyielding brow and an evident firmness in 
his gait. After seating himself, Time orders for the proceedings to start. 
 
Time: Mr. Growth please step inside the witness box and show how have you overcome 
the challenges and how the people on earth have grown in the recent years. Mr. 
Challenges are given a right to present your reaction to the statements made by Growth. 
Now you may proceed. 
Growth: People are more educated than before & they have more degrees 
Challenges: But that education is hollow because it fails to develop sense in people 
 
Growth: People have created and live in a knowledge-society 
Challenges: But people in knowledge-society still lack judgment 
Growth: People have built taller buildings to live and work in 
Challenges: But people also have built shorter tempers and tolerances 
 
Growth: Today people have expressways and wider freeways 
Challenges: But people have failed to break their insularity and myopic visions 
 
Growth: Today people have medicines that can cure almost any disease 
Challenges: But people still have not increased their overall wellness 
 
 
                                                 
2 Conveys peace, contentment and security 
3 Conveys vitality, power and an urge to win 
4 Conveys rebellion, strength, evil 



Aaditya Vidyarthi Three Faces of Reality 
 

 
4

 
 
Growth: People have increased life-expectancy and added more years to their lives 
Challenges: But people have not been able to add life to those years 
 
Growth: With technological advancement, people have been to moon and beyond 
Challenges: But people still don’t meet their neighbours across the road 
 
Growth: People have gone to the outermost space 
Challenges: But people still have not conquered their inner space 
 
Growth: People have split the smallest possible atom 
Challenges: But people have failed to split their bigotry 
 
Growth: People have made tremendous efforts to clean the environment 
Challenges: But people still have polluted and corrupted souls inside them 
 
Growth: Today countries and people are moving towards world peace 
Challenges: But people have failed to control domestic wars and suffer in them 
 
Growth: People have more leisure time with them 
Challenges: But people have lesser fun these days and more sullen faces 
 
Growth: People compete with each other and the society benefits from it 
Challenges: But people have become very averse to collaboration 
 
Growth: Increasingly people are achieving the goals they set out for themselves 
Challenges: But increasingly people are compromising on the means to achieve those Goals 
 
Growth: People have greater communication between cultures, countries and communities 
Challenges: But people love each other very rarely and hate each other very often Time is 
certainly not happy with Growth; Challenges seem to have outweighed Growth. After this Ms. 
Prosperity is asked to show how she has overcome the challenges and how the people on earth 
have become more prosperous in recent years: 
 
Prosperity: Today I have more money to spend 
Challenges: But people still always crib that they have less - The more they spend, the 
less it seems to them. Over the years the rich have become richer and the poor have 
become poorer. 
 
Prosperity: Now people have higher salaries and more money to spend 
Challenges: But people also have lower morals 
 
Prosperity: People have more purchasing and consumption power 
Challenges: But people have not been enjoying what they are spending on 
 
Prosperity: People have deeper bank balances 
Challenges: But people have shallow camaraderie levels and shorter relationships 
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Prosperity: People know how to make a living 
Challenges: But the same people fail to make a life 
 
Prosperity: People have more possessions than before 
Challenges: But people have compromised on their values to win those possessions 
 
Prosperity: People have more material advancement than before 
Challenges: But people have forgotten the distributive justice associated with them 
 
Prosperity: People have bigger and brighter houses 
Challenges: But people have smaller families in them with darker future 
 
Prosperity: People have made their lives more convenient and luxurious 
Challenges: But people have very less time to experience it 
 
Prosperity: Today people have more technical and management specialists 
Challenges: But people still have not achieved perfect solutions 
 
Prosperity: Today people prefer and can afford cuisine from all over the world 
Challenges: But people still suffer from malnutrition 
 
Prosperity: People have so much to choose from the display windows of the stores 
Challenges: But these stores report frequent stock-outs 
 
Prosperity: People are now larger than their lives 
Challenges: But people also have very short characters 
 
After hearing all this, Time is feeling mentally stressed out. 
Time is caught in a myriad of questions and he is thinking: Have Growth and Prosperity delivered 
the results? Has Mr. Challenges grown faster and bigger than his expectations? Can there be a 
possible equilibrium between Growth, Prosperity and Challenges? … Lost in these thoughts Time 
has adjourned the court till tomorrow. 
 
Scene 2 
 
Day 2: The morning appears grimmer; the air is weighing heavier than before and there is a 
constant murmur in the court. Is this all in the anticipation of a judgment? 
 
Growth was looking dandy but not that sturdy as one saw him yesterday; for Growth was 
worried will he be able to overcome Challenges. Prosperity today was wearing a duller shade of 
red. One can deduct that she is feeling uneasy and there are dark circles underneath her eyes. 
They certainly are not sure how will Time decide their fate? 
 
Everyone present in the court is impatient for Time to come; and here’s a loud announcement 
“All Rise! The Court of Time is now in session”. After seating himself, Time begins… 
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Time: Tell me Growth & Prosperity, what makes you reside in a particular country and with its 
people? I guess a country’s geographical location, its size and natural resources are important to 
you. 
 
Growth & Prosperity: No, this is not true. If that were to be true then small sized countries like 
Japan with its mountainous terrain and active volcanoes would have never been prosperous. 
 
And if the natural resources were so important to us then Switzerland that does not have cocoa 
of its own, would not have the best chocolates in the world. Not only that, Switzerland, without 
much land, also produces best dairy products. 
Time is convinced with the reasoning. He now turns to Mr. Challenges 
 
Time: Mr. Challenges, tell us what is the single biggest challenge that impedes the march of 
Growth & Prosperity in poor and developing countries? 
 
Challenges (closes his eyes and after a few seconds speaks): It’s the Attitude! … It’s the attitude 
of the people in those countries. People first need to develop moral principles, integrity of 
character, respect for law and order, respect for time, eagerness for action and respect for fellow 
citizens; Only then growth and prosperity would come to them. Sadly but it’s true that in poor 
countries, these aspects are completely flouted everyday. Countries are poor not because their 
size is small or they lack natural resources. They are poor because they lack the attitude to grow 
and become prosperous. 
 
Hearing this, Time becomes motionless. There is a deafening silence in the court. It is evident 
that Time is taking his time before he pronounces his judgment. After a short while, the silence is 
broken when Time announced in loud and clear voice: “I see an honest disagreement between 
Growth & Prosperity and Challenges. But I see this as a strong sign of progress. It’s always the 
cracked ones that let the light into the world. If the world has to grow and prosper, Challenges 
will have to play the role of the cracked-one. People should realize that challenges are like the 
rungs of a ladder and they should not stop at these rungs. Rather they should use these 
challenges to reach somewhere higher. People should see that with every challenge comes an 
opportunity to succeed. Without challenges there will be no growth; and when there is no 
growth, there can’t be any prosperity. Challenges provide just the right spark for growth and 
prosperity. It is impossible to ignore challenges. The least we expect is that Growth, Prosperity 
and Challenges remain in complete harmony.”  
 
Somewhere this court case has been closed; somewhere challenges to growth and prosperity 
have been identified. But are we not intelligent enough to see the parallels of this in our world? 
How long will we keep cribbing about challenges? With just a little positive attitude, we can 
gracefully accept a challenge as a God sent opportunity to prove our mettle. 
 
 


